A Finnish Southern Aftica Cooperation Institute

Opening Ceremony and Launch of the Finnish
Southern Africa Cooperation Institute

9 October 2025, 09:00-10:30
Namibia Scientific Society, 110 Robert Mugabe Avenue, Windhoek

9:00-10:15 PROGRAMME

Opening Remarks Professor Kalervo Vaananen
Chairperson of the Board, Finnish Southern Africa Cooperation Institute (FSAI)

Address The Honourable Mari-Leena Talvitie
Minister of Science and Culture, Finland

Welcome Remarks The Honourable Minister (to be confirmed)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Namibia

Welcome Remarks Representative of the Ministry of Education, Innovation, Youth, Sports, Arts
and Culture, Namibia (to be confirmed)

Greetings The Right Reverend Dr. Teemu Laajasalo
Diocese of Helsinki, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland

Greetings The Reverend Dr. Johannes Haufiku
General Secretary, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia ELCIN

Remarks The Honourable Ville Valkonen, Member of Parliament, Finland
Chairperson of the Namibian Friendship Group, the Finnish Parliament

Welcome Addess Mr. Sakarias Rantala
Chargé d’affaires, Embassy of Finland in Namibia

Welcome Addess Professor Kenneth Matengu
Vice-Chancellor, University of Namibia

Welcome Addess Professor Michael Backes
Chairperson of the Namibia Scientific Society

Closing Remarks Director Dr. Sarudzai Mutana
Finnish Southern Africa Cooperation Institute (FSAI)

10:15- PHOTO SESSION
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